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Introduction 

The purpose of the policy is to ensure that there is clarity over those items which the school 
will provide free of charge and for those items where there may be a charge. 

The policy has been informed by the LA policy and the DfE guidance. 

Definition 

The school day is defined as: 8.40am-12.05pm and 1.00pm- 3.15pm. The midday break does 
not form part of the school day. 

Responsibilities 

The Headteacher will ensure that staff are familiar with and correctly apply the policy. The 
Governors will review the policy annually. 

Policy statement 

During the school day all activities that are a necessary part of the National Curriculum plus 
religious education will be provided free of charge. This includes any materials, equipment 
and transport to take pupils between the school and the activity. It excludes charges made 
for activities such as teaching of pupils to play a musical instrument by peripatetic staff, 
which is an opportunity children are given over and above what is part of the National 
Curriculum. 

Voluntary contributions may be sought for activities during the school day which entail 
additional costs, for example educational outings and swimming. We do need parents to 
make voluntary contributions so that the trips can go ahead, but we want to make it clear 
that no child will be disadvantaged if parents are unable to pay. 

In these circumstances, no pupil will be prevented from participating because their parents 
cannot make a contribution, however, if insufficient funds are available it may be necessary 
to curtail or cancel activities. 

From time to time we may invite a non-school based organisation such as a visiting drama 
group or storyteller to arrange an activity during the school day. Such organisations may 
wish to charge parents, who may, if finances are difficult, ask the headteacher to fund their 
child’s attendance. 

Optional activities outside of the school day 

We will charge for some optional, extra activities provided outside of the school day, for 
example school trips or clubs. Such activities are not part of the National Curriculum or 
religious education nor are they part of an examination syllabus. The school will seek to 
subsidise clubs for children for whom their parents are unable to pay. 

Education partly during the school day 

If a non-residential activity happens partly inside the school day and partly outside of it, 
there will be no compulsory charge if most of the time to be spent on the activity falls within 



the school day. Conversely, if the majority of the time spent falls outside of the normal 
school day, charges may be made. When such activities are arranged parents will be told 
how the charges were calculated. If an external provider is invited in to deliver the activities, 
a voluntary contribution may be requested. 

Residentials 

Charges will be compulsory for board and lodging, except for pupils whose parents are in 
receipt of eligible benefits, where the school will support parents to seek access to funds so 
that their child can attend. 

Calculating charges 

When charges are made for activities such as visitors into school or for trips, including 
residential visits, costs incurred are calculated and parents are charged based on the activity 
breaking even. Some after school clubs will be run by school and charged to parents and in 
these cases, the income gained, less staffing costs, will be added to the school’s general 
budget. There will be no levy on those who can pay to support those who are unable to 
contribute who can't. Support for cases of hardship will come through voluntary 
contributions and fundraising. Parents who would qualify for support are those who are in 
receipt of eligible benefits. The principles of best value will be applied when planning 
activities that incur costs to the school and/or charges to parents. 

Music Tuition 

If the school deem that it would be educationally worthwhile for a child who is eligible for 
Free School Meals to learn an instrument, then tuition may be funded following a meeting 
with parents, through use of the pupil premium grant. 

Eligible benefits 

Families who receive the following are eligible for free school meals: 

• Income Support • Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance • Income-related Employment 
and Support Allowance • Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 • 
The guaranteed element of Pension Credit • Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also 
entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no more than £16,190) • 
Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax 
Credit • Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must 
be less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get) FSM eligibility 
has been permanently extended to children in households with no recourse to public funds 
(NRPF) A person will have no recourse to public funds when they are ‘subject to immigration 
control’, as defined at section 115 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999. Charitable 
support in all cases where parents are charged for an activity, or are invited the pay a 
voluntary contribution, the school encourages those who would have difficulty in such 
payments to apply for support from the Edward’s Charity. 

Charitable support  

In all cases where parents are charged for an activity, or are invited the pay a voluntary 
contribution, the school encourages those who would have difficulty in such payments to 
apply for support from the Edward’s Charity. 


